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To our Guests: Welcome! 

God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
participating remotely in this worship service.   The Holy Spirit of God gathers 
us together as one.  May each of us be strengthened through his word and 
promise in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Current Worship Protocols at Messiah 
The worst of the Covid-19 pandemic seems to be behind us. Even so the virus 
lingers on. Some of us feel more threatened by it than others do. With this in 
mind, please note these protocols for our time together-- 
 

• We continue to encourage to sensible social distancing.  

• Masks are optional. Wear one or not as you prefer. 

• All pews are available for seating. Please be sensitive to the comfort 
levels of the people near you. 

• Singing is permitted. 

• At the sharing of the Peace feel free to greet each other with 
handshakes, though again with sensitivity to any who would prefer to 
wave or nod. 

• At communion we will continue to use the pouring chalice and 
individual cups. The pastors and servers will make sure to sanitize their 
hands before distributing the sacrament. 

• In all that we do, let’s make it our aim to love each other as Christ has 
loved us all. 

•  
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First Sunday of Advent 
November 27 - 8:30 & 11 am 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 
Stand 

 
Prelude “Wachet auf,” J.S. Bach 

 

Thanksgiving for the New Day 

P Glory to your name, O Lord our God! From the rising of  the sun to its 
 setting and even in the terror of  the night, you remain firm to your promise 
 to be with us. As we dedicate this new day, this new year, to the praise  of  
 you and service to your people, renew in us that hope which has dawned 
 upon the world in Christ, your Son. Through him and in the Holy Spirit may 
 you be praised this day and forever and ever. 
C Amen. 

 

Entrance 
 

Confession and Forgiveness  Stand 

P Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 
C Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 
 
P Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and 
 confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

C We come to confess our sinfulness before you and before each other. 
 Remove all barriers that divide us, and let there be no obstacle to our 
 love for you and for one another.  Awaken us in these Advent days as 
 we live in your great story. Amen. 
 
P People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living 
 sign. By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put 

 on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the 
 Lord.  
C Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn “We Are Waiting for Jesus” 

Sung continuously until procession arrives in chancel 

 

Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C And also with you. 
 

Advent Kyrie 
 
Cantor: For watchful and ready hearts as we await the King of kings, 
  Let us pray to the Lord. 
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All 

 
Cantor: For wisdom to see, for openness to hear, and for courage to proclaim 
 The advent of God’s reign, let us pray to the Lord.  
 Refrain – All 
 
Cantor: For God’s rule of peace and justice, for God’s kingdom of truth and love, 
 Let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain – All 

 

Advent Wreath Lighting  

P Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. 
You hold us in our waiting and keep us awake to the world. 
You show up in our lives at unexpected times. 
Bless us as we light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival. 
We trust that even though we do not know the day or the hour, 
you hurry to gather all people to your peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Singing— “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah,” stanza 1 
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Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 
protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our 
walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 
 

The Word of God 

First Reading Isaiah 2:1-5 

1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall 
stream to it. 3Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us 
his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth 
instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between 
the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 
    5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 

The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 122  

Cantor sings refrain, all repeat refrain.  
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Cantor/Choir chants regular print – All chant Bold print 

 

 

1I was glad when they | said to me, 
  “Let us go to the house | of the LORD.” 
2Now our | feet are standing 
  within your gates, | O Jerusalem. 
3Jerusalem is built | as a city 
  that is at unity | with itself; 
4to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD. Refrain 
5For there are the | thrones of judgment, 
  the thrones of the | house of David. 
6Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem: 
  “May they pros- | per who love you. 
7Peace be with- | in your walls 
  and quietness with- | in your towers. 
8For the sake of my kindred | and companions, 
  I pray for | your prosperity. 
9Because of the house of the | LORD our God, 
  I will seek to | do you good.” Refrain 
 

Second Reading Romans 13:11-14 

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of 
darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in 
reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling 
and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 
the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
  

Gospel Acclamation “My Lord What a Morning,” ELW 438 
Stanzas 1, 2 
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Gospel Matthew 24:36-44 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah 
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 
Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept 
them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in 
the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding 
meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for 
you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the 
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 
into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Gospel Response “My Lord What a Morning,” ELW 438 
Stanza 3 

Sit 
 

Sermon Pastor Bridger 

Silence for Reflection 

 

Hymn of the Day (stand) “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying,” ELW 436 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
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he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

A Merciful God. . .  
C . . . receive our prayer 
 

Peace 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you.   
 
Greet those around you with these or similar words 
 
Sit 
 

Music at the Offering “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning,” 

 African American Spiritual (8:30) Choir  
) 
 

Offertory “Come Now, O Prince of Peace,” ELW 247 

 
Stand as offerings are brought forward 
 

If the Lord so moves you, you can make an offering by text to 855-913-1744 or by visiting our online 
giving portal at tinyurl.com/giveMLC 

 

A Let us pray.  God of abundance,  

C We bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them 
our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in 
need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Supper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join their 
 unending hymn:  
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P Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Sit 
 

Communion 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his 
grace. 

C Amen. 
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Distribution Hymns  “Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray” 

 

“Creator of the Stars at Night,” ELW 245 

Post Communion Prayer 

A Let us pray. God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of 
that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make 
known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending 

Blessing 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C Amen. 
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Sending Hymn “Soon and Very Soon,” #439 

 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns,” Wilbur Held 

 
Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License SB131019. 
Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License.net with License #A-702571.  
Advent Kyrie Text: Richard Claybaker; Music: John Eggert. Reprinted by permission of The Association of Lutheran Church Musicians.  

 

Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Bridger 
 

Presiding Minister – Pastor Krebill 
 

Assisting Ministers – Chris Neumann (8:30); Mike Allan (11)  
 

Acolyte – Paige Neumann (8:30) 
 

Messiah Choir (8:30) 
 

Joy Ringers (11) – Directed by Ruth King 
 

Cantor – Pastor Krebill (11) 
 

Organist – Deacon Linda Kempke 
 

Deacons – Bob Trapp (8:30); Terrie Leske (11) 
 

Altar Guild – Elenor Davis, Martha Trapp 
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In our Prayers 

+   for each day to bring moments of clarity & ample reason for thanksgiving  
 

+  for those who are lonely and in need 
 

+  for the coming of Christ to transform hearts this Advent season 
 

+  for the ill:   Donna Barth (sister of Kim Patton), Andrew Boraggina, Jim 
Breckel, Gloria Costo, Marc Heidmann, Lee Nageott (friend of Betsy Ruetschi), 
Sue Nerlinger, Steve Ruetschi, Bonnie & Bill Russell, Geri Schuett,  

 

Altar Flowers Are Given 

In Memory of Love Ones, given by Jim and Marilyn Edwards 
 

Candle – In Loving Memory of Eric Gustke, given by his family 
 

 This Week’s Commemorations 

Nov. 30—ST. ANDREW.   The brother of St. Peter and one of the twelve apostles, 
Andrew was the first person to be called as one of Jesus’ disciples (John 1:35-40).  
The ancient church remembered him as having died on an X-shaped cross, which 
is therefore his symbol. 
 

God’s Word for Next Week 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Connect with Messiah – text 'MESSIAHFP' to 84576 to sign-up 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Pastor – The Rev. Seth C. Bridger 

Interim Pastor – The Rev. Steven M. Krebill 
Pastoral Assistant – Deaconess Ruth Mortensen 
Interim Music Director – Deacon Linda Kempke 

Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Technology Manager – Jared Waugaman 

Building Manager – Jason Reynolds 
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator & Pierstorf College Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
Communications Coordinator – Danielle Twigg 

Administrative Assistant & Pierstorf College Fund Business Manager – Lisa Daley 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
mailto:school@messiahfp.org

